How to bond energy and people? – Assessing economic and social impacts of the SERVE project
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The SERVE project is funded under the EU CONCERTO Programme and aims to develop a sustainable region in North Tipperary, Ireland, through the implementation of actions in the field of sustainable energy. Actions include energy upgrades for approximately 400 existing dwellings in the SERVE region, installation of renewable energy district heating systems, development of the unique Eco Village in Cloghjordan - sustainable development will include 132 homes heated by a wood biomass and solar power district heating system. Demonstrating best practice in a range of sustainable building techniques this development is also show casing an alternative approach to developing a community.
This paper examines the blend of social, economic and environmental benefits brought about by the SERVE project, exploring its economic viable nature but also assessing the impact of the project on the SERVE region and its citizens from a socio-economic viewpoint taking in consideration their social vision and personal factors. 
Detailed socio-economic analysis and research was undertaken in order to assess the impact of the project on the SERVE region and its citizens. Results include impacts on job creation and service supply, economic analysis of the different externalities and aspects in the whole chain of biomass production, preparation and use, analysis of payback time SERVE project measures in buildings sector , identification of local funding and money flows from proposed action.
The focus of the analysis was not only to study effects of job growth for concrete cases included in this project but to provide clear picture how the project changed society as a whole focusing on health aspects, involvement of citizens, perception of population towards sustainable development, attitudes of installers and householders of retrofitted houses, portraying the nature of the created eco village community as to show all dimensions that constitute a sustainable development project and its' impact on the society.
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