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Abstract
Bioenergy can be produced in short value chains which can be covered/captured on local and regional scale. As a result the valorization of biomass through the production of bioenergy produces regional added value, defined as income (including taxes) and jobs, especially in rural areas. 
In Germany, the environment for investments into renewable energy and therewith into bioenergy are good to very good. Technique for production is available on nearly every scale and the framework conditions to enlarge the production of renewable energy are enclosing feed in tariffs (Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG; since April 2000 displacing the Act on the Sale of the Electricity to the Grid from 1991), Energy Tax Act, Biofuel Quota Act, Renewable Energy Heat Act, simplified biogas feed-in into the natural gas grid or reduced VAT for firewood and wood pellets.
If the technique is available and the financing is secured what are the main factors of success to valorize the biomass potentials in a region? It is the human factor which has to be taken into focus: The people on local and regional level must be convinced to act. To do so the regional political and administrative framework conditions must be supportive. 
1. Introduction
From 2009 to 2012, the German Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection supports 25 ”Bioenergy Regions” with 400.000€ in their attempts to generate and use their biomass potentials for energy use. The model project was just prolonged for additional three years. 
Based on the understanding that regional development works best when progress is initiated from within the regions (endogenous regional development) rather than imposed from ‘above’, the model regions applied for the funding as ‘regions’ in their individually chosen regional demarcation. Some ‘regions’ represent whole rural districts, others a co-operation of different towns or just a single provincial town and many applied in regional demarcations where they had already participated in similar competitions, e.g. LEADER, Active Regions, IdeeNatur, etc. In general, the chance to independently assess the regional demarcation allowed applicants to build up on existing networks, infrastructure and natural resources that offered the best potential to realize their respective goals without being constrained by formal limitations.
The funding of the 25 model regions is based on individual regional development plans (RDP). Each of the 25 regions can spend the funding on travelling, personnel and material expenses. Among other purposes, the regions are encouraged to finance network offices and management, the build-up of co-operation and network structures, public relations, integration of volunteers (by means of fairs, workshops, etc.), co-operation with other model projects, know-how transfer, and qualification of employees as well as research and feasibility studies. Importantly, direct investments into bio-energy plants or single enterprises are not funded. This strategy stimulates independent initiatives on the side of the region and requires inner-regional efforts to acquire third-party funds.
Nationally, the competition aims to activate economic potentials of rural areas in Germany, contribute to reach climate protection goals, create alternatives to energy imports and develop model regions with innovative energy concepts. 
On a regional level ”Bioenergy Regions” aspires to create regional value added and sustainable network structures, to improve the quality of life, foster know-how transfer and employee qualification whilst also helping to solve conflicts in connection with bioenergy.

2. Concept and methodology:
The paper is based on the empirical experiences of the accompanying research to the German Model Project Bionergy-Regions and gives an insight into the different strategies followed by the 25 Bioenergy Regions to finance networks for regional added value. 
Concerning the regional networks, the experiences are based on a quantitative network analyses in all 25 model regions (based on more than 700 interviews) and a developed network typology. The experiences in the field of financing the networks, the network management and projects are based on the analysis of the regional concepts, written questionnaires and several workshops. 

The paper combines the experiences in the field of regional network and financing and gives first answers to the following research questions:
1. Are different types of financing (public, private, public-private) linked to the different network types?
2. Are the sources of financing the same in the lifetime of the model project and after the model project? Which strategies for transition can be observed?  
3. Who are the key players to build up sustainable networks for regional added value?
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