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Abstract:
Between November 2009 and September 2010, a survey among biomass-stakeholders was carried out in the framework of the Central Europe project „Fostering the sustainable usage of renewable energy sources in Central Europe – putting biomass into action”, project-acronym “4biomass”, see www.4biomass.eu. A questionnaire was developed by the German project partner FNR (Fachagentur Nachwachsende Rohstoffe, www.fnr.de), translated into the respective national languages by the members of the 4biomass project-team, and placed online.
Biomass-stakeholders from eight Central European countries (Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Slovak Republic, and Slovenia) were invited to express their respective opinion and assessment concerning the current and future development of bioenergy in Europe. The 1,221 experts who filled in the electronic questionnaire, or at least parts of it, responded to a list of aligned questions. 
The questions of the survey concerned:
· framework conditions of bioenergy, 
· the national biomass action plans (nBAP), 
· measures and instruments for the support of bioenergy, 
· prospects and most favourable markets of bioenergy deployment and 
· the role of bioenergy in relation to the other renewable energy sources

This paper refers to the answers to this set of identical questions. 
The stakeholders´ rating of national biomass action plans targets and of the success rates of the countries in reaching these targets show that they endorse the nBAP´s targets, but remain skeptical about reaching them. Results of the survey reveal differences between national- and professional origin of the experts. Especially in Italy and Slovenia there are large differences between highly valued targets of BAPs and lowly rated probabilities of success. 
The more international the level of operation of the respondents (national, EU, international), the higher is their mistrust in reaching the goals, whereas experts engaged on a local or regional level are quite confident to reach the goals.
The most noteworthy result of the survey concerns the preferred direction of further development of biomass-markets in the Central European region. According to the stakeholders, biomass for heat will have to most significantly contribute to reach the goals of nBAPs. This clear message keeps its significance throughout all participating countries and with respect to all sectors of stakeholders analyzed, it remains furthermore applicable if biomass is compared to the other renewable energy sources like wind and hydro.
Asked for the most favorable instruments for support of market introduction, the stakeholders seem to trust in the already well-established mechanisms like feed-in tariffs (for electricity) and support of investments (for heat). On the other side, there seems to be little trust in new regimes like voluntary schemes and premium tariffs.
A second group of questions referring to specific national legislations and features has been evaluated separately, the particular national reports can be found on the 4biomass-website (www.4biomass.at).

The project “4Biomass” is implemented through the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme co-financed by the ERDF.
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Figure 1: Stakeholders´ answers to the question: Comparing all Renewables: Which renewables could provide most additional gain in primary energy supply of your country in 2020? According to the stakeholders, heat from bioenergy is the most favorable technology. On the y-axis are the relative weighted counts given to the respective energy-technologies by the stakeholders. The weighting was carried out in the way that a scale from 1 (lowest priority for the technology) to 5 (highest priority for the technology) was transferred by weighting highest counts times +2, and then with integer-steps to times -2 for the lowest counts.
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