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Abstract:
The Global Bioenergy Partnership (GBEP) was founded at the G8 Gleneagles Summit in 2005 to promote global high-level policy dialogue on bioenergy and facilitate international cooperation, to support national and regional bioenergy policy-making and market development, to favor the transformation of biomass use towards more efficient and sustainable practices, and to foster exchange of information, skills and technologies through bilateral and multilateral collaboration. The GBEP is a forum where voluntary cooperation works towards consensus amongst its partners in the areas of the sustainable development of bioenergy and its contribution to climate change mitigation. It also provides a platform for sharing information. The GBEP now consists of 36 Partners (23 countries plus 13 organizations, including the IEA) and 32 Observers (22 countries and 11 organizations).
IEA Bioenergy Task 40 already contributed to GBEP work on sustainability indicators and the discussion in indirect effects. In the newly founded GBEP Working Group on Capacity Building for Sustainable Bioenergy (WGCC), IEA Bioenergy Task 40 will continue contributing to capacity building especially in the area of sustainability indicators and certification, and regarding mobilization of sustainable supply. 
Together with other IEA Bioenergy Tasks, collaboration with GBEP in joint workshops is a key issue, and first examples were carried out and it is planned for the new triennium to continue this, and extent collaboration to joint publications. Future workshop issues will concern exchange of information on indirect land-use changes and respective policies, and experiences with applying sustainability criteria and indicators.
Further areas of future collaboration concern the continuation of dialog on the sustainability of solid bioenergy, options for advanced biomass treatment and logistics.
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