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Abstract

Bioenergy in its traditional forms, is still the main source of energy in many developing countries, and will continue to be so in the foreseeable future. However, it is increasingly being used as complementary fuel and in modern applications. Satisfying the basic needs of the poor will help to relieve the symptoms of poverty, but eliminating the root causes of poverty must involve their purchasing power. Bioenergy projects in particular, have great potential to create income opportunities. These opportunities fall into three broad (and over-lapping categories: direct revenue or employment, general improvement in health and productivity, and expansion of rural enterprises. From a macroeconomic perspective, bioenergy contribute to all important elements of country development important for both developing and developed countries. 
In many developed countries, due to the ongoing economic crisis, increasing numbers of people and households have to spend more and more of their income on energy (electricity and heating) to maintain a reasonable level of comfort. In extreme cases, people die because they cannot pay for sufficient heating for their houses. From a first consideration, poor people/ households are the main group affected by fuel poverty. But in reality there are impacts across the whole of society. The main driving factors creating fuel poverty are the economic crisis and (depending on the country/region) high unemployment as well as the degree of public debt. In better times the ‘public purse’ was able to shoulder the responsibility of making additional payments for energy through social transfer systems to prevent fuel poverty from becoming too severe. However, increasing insecurity of conventional fuel supply coupled with ever increasing costs is making the number of people that suffer from fuel poverty get ever higher. Without remedial action this trend is set to continue. The consequences of such a large number of struggling households has a dramatic effect on the overall economy and in particular impacts on those least able to help themselves; the fuel poor. 

The particular concern focused on by Task 29, will be that biomass and more widely renewable energy, is not being accessed significantly by the poorer members of society, those that exist in fuel poverty. This paper explores reasons and exhibits best practice for using bioenergy and other renewables, often in hybrid or multi-technology solutions embracing novel business model solutions (such as co-operatives or social enterprises).
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