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The IEA Bioenergy Agreement has supported work on recovery of energy from waste since the 1990s.  This is because waste is an important source of bioenergy – a significant proportion of waste produced in many countries is biogenic in origin and its treatment can generate energy through thermal and biological treatment. The Task has evolved since its inception to ensure it continues to be relevant to trends in waste management and is currently examining ways in which energy recovery is relevant to the aims and objectives of modern waste management.  

Much of the work undertaken by the Task is aimed at collecting, sharing and disseminating best practice technical and strategic non-technical information in this area; but it also aims to improve the availability of information to decision makers in solid waste management and to increase acceptance and performance in terms of energy recovery, environment, costs and reliability.  This presentation will examine the trends noted by the Task, including waste production and waste management practice and regulation and how these are influencing the options for energy recovery. 

In addition this presentation will provide an overview of the work of the Task over the past three years.  In this time the Task has undertaken a programme of work on issues such as the potential options available for integration of energy into waste ‘refineries’ which integrate materials recovery and biological treatment as well as energy in one process; the methodologies being proposed for measuring biogenic content of waste; and management of residues from waste to energy.  

Although the main focus of our work is municipal waste management, the presentation will show the increased importance of other waste streams such as industrial and commercial waste and the development of solid recovered fuels.




