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Abstract:
Primary policy drivers for bioenergy promotion in Africa include security of energy supply, a reduction of the foreign exchange burden of oil importing countries, as well as environmental benefits such as the restoration of degraded land, reduced land abandonment, and the mitigation of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Furthermore, the development of modern bioenergy systems offers opportunities for investment and infrastructure improvements in agriculture with the promise to diversify agricultural production and to create additional employment and thus to stimulate socio-economic development (Janssen et al. 2009).

On the other hand, concerns exist that bioenergy expansion in African countries may have severe negative impacts on biodiversity and the use of natural resources through increasing competition over land and water resources. Rising prices of agricultural commodities may negatively affect food security of the poor in developing countries and the implementation of large-scale bioenergy projects may cause negative social impacts such as conflicts over land ownership and displacement of rural communities.

In order to minimise the risks of negative impacts and to maximise the benefits in the immediate and long term, sound legal and regulatory frameworks for bioenergy are needed to ensure environmentally, economically and socially sustainable production, promotion and use of bioenergy. Such frameworks need to be closely linked with measures aiming at environmental protection as well as economic and social development, such as the establishment of safety nets to protect the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people to ensure their access to adequate food.
In this presentation, technology cooperation initiatives and bioenergy policy initiatives on national level (e.g. Benin, Ghana, Mozambique, Senegal, Tanzania, Zambia) and on regional level (e.g. by the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the Union Economique et Monétaire Ouest Africaine (UEMOA)) will be presented and analysed with respect to the development of a strong and sustainable bioenergy sector in African countries (Janssen and Rutz, 2012).
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1. Introduction:
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