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The bio-based industry is at the heart of the circular bio-based economy:

• We make bio-based products for application in all market segments
• From sustainable, biomass feedstocks
• Applying the cascading use of the feedstock wherever possible
• Providing ‘renewable carbon’, capable of replacing fossil carbon in almost all 

applications 

• We design processes, products, services and our business models on 
‘circularity’
• No linear ‘take-make-waste’ economy
• Resources, materials and products are used as long as possible, maintaining 

their value
• Material and energy efficiencies are maximised; waste and emissions are 

minimised

• We target ‘zero-emissions’ operations, contributing to Europe’s goal of 
climate-neutrality by 2050

We aim to establish a European bioeconomy that has sustainability and 
circularity at its heart

Transform Europe into a circular bio-based economy



BIC membership in figures

• > 240 industry members (large 
enterprises, SMEs and SMEs in 
clusters), including brand 
owners/market actors

• > 200 associate members i.e. 
universities, RTOs, associations,  
etc.



Sectors represented
• Agriculture, food & feed

• Aquaculture and marine

• Chemicals and materials 

• Forestry and pulp & paper

• Market actors

• Technology providers 

• Waste management & 
treatment



BIC industry members in Europe (January ‘20)



Expanding bio-based industry across Europe
BIC strategic outreach programme

CR available or in 
progress (7 countries)

BBI CSA project
main focus (6 countries)

BBI CSA 
add. countries

Future actions



The sector’s vision: the circular bio-society in 2050
Need a roadmap to realise it



Mobilised stakeholders support the Vision 2050 
BIC coordinates creation and update

The Vision 2050 is the result of the collective work by the Bio-based Industries Consortium (BIC) and its 
members, the BBI JU’s advisory bodies: the States Representatives Group and Scientific Committee, and the 

following organisations:

• European Bioeconomy Alliance (EUBA) and its members:
ü (Confederation of European Forest Owners (CEPF); 
ü Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI);  
ü European Association for Bioindustries (EuropaBio); 
ü European Association of Sugar Producers (CEFS); 
ü European Bioplastics (EUBP);  
ü European Farmers and European Agri-Cooperatives (Copa-Cogeca); 
ü European Renewable Ethanol Producers Association (ePURE); 
ü European Starch Industry Association (Starch Europe);  
ü European Vegetable Oil and Protein Meal Industry (FEDIOL); 
ü Forest-based Sector Technology Platform (FTP) 
ü Primary Food Processors (PFP))

• European Agricultural Machinery Industry (CEMA)
• European Chemical Industry Council (Cefic)
• European Technology Platform ‘Food for Life’
• European Technology Platform for Sustainable Chemistry (SusChem)

The Institute for European Environmental Policy (IEEP) has been consulted in this process. 



Strategic Innovation & Research Agenda 2030
A roadmap to 2050 with 2030 milestones

INTEGRATE 
FEEDSTOCK 
SUPPLIERS

TO FOSTER FOOD 
SECURITY AND 

ENHANCE 
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CIRCULAR  ECONOMY

ENGAGE CONSUMERS 
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Foster food security Sustainable planet Jobs and growth
Circular bioeconomic 

society

By 2050, Europe will have a sustainable and competitive bio-based industry providing jobs and growth that 
contribute to a circular bio-society: informed citizens, sustainable way of life, an economy that couples economic 
growth with societal well-being and respect for the environment

Vision 2050 
aspirations

Contribute to EU Green Deal; EU LT vision ‘A Clean planet for all’; Paris Agreement, UN SDGs

HORIZONTAL SUPPORT:
• Knowledge transfer – education – training 

• Interact with educational institutions and students to ensure skills for the future
• Align / contribute / complement / synergy with EU regulations, programmes

• €



Bio-based industry contributes to the European green recovery

Towards ‘Circular Bio-based Europe’ (CBE) under Horizon Europe (2021-2027) as continuation of BBI JU under Horizon 2020 (2014-2020)

To realise ambitions of Vision 2050: ’The circular bio-society in 2050’

CBE key objectives:

• Long-term sustainability of the society in Europe
• European climate targets for 2030 towards climate neutrality by 2050: European Green Deal and Horizon Europe

• Increase research, up-scaling and full-scale deployment actions towards sustainable, competitive solutions providing health and income
• Circular use of biomass, residues and waste: Circular Economy Action Plan and UN SDGs
• Focus on regional approaches

• Contribute to a circular economy that operates within the planetary boundaries

Need: strong industry across Europe partnering with primary and market sectors, academia and society, working with regions on their 
strategies and strengths: quadruple helix



BIC’s platform for industry and regions
To link innovation to investors; focus on CEE

• Sector(s)
• Target market sectors
• Feedstocks currently in use
• Feedstocks seeking to use
• Biorefineries in Europe
• BBI JU project participation
• BBI JU calls applied for
• Offer to regions e.g. feedstock to 

commercialise, pilot plants to 
develop, etc.

• Corporate contacts

• 100 + Bio-based industry > 50 Regions
• General introduction of region
• Regional bioeconomy strategy
• Bio-based investment 

priorities/RIS3
• Bio-based feedstocks 
• Financial incentives for bio-

based investment
• Industry sectors seeking 

investment from
• Skills & competencies
• Population, GDP & area
• Primary & secondary contact

https://www.bioeconomy-regions.eu/regions


Join us! 

Thank you! 


