
Technology Collaboration Programme

IEA Bioenergy

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_e0JsmM6mSp-IzOXifHZTTA

WEBINAR SERIES

15:00 – 16:30 CEST / 09:00 – 10:30 EDT

Understanding Indirect Land-Use Change (ILUC) 
and Why Reality is a Special Case     

Wednesday, June 28 2023  

Indirect land-use change (ILUC) continues to be a controversial and challenging issue when trying to verify the effects of 
biobased production systems on climate and the environment. 
This presentation will share findings from a recent report that evaluates approaches used to estimate the international 
impacts of increases in production and use of biofuels on commodity markets and land use. 
The research identified two distinct narratives which generate divergent results based on how questions are framed and 
corresponding modelling assumptions: the “Trade and Market Response” narrative asserts that biofuel markets create a 
shock in demand and in response to this shock, capital and land markets adjust (other variables are typically assumed to 
be held constant); under the “Internal Adjustment Response” narrative the production system responds to the biofuel 
demand as it does to other simultaneously changing demands. 
The differences between modeling parameters and site-specific conditions are examined as one means key to better 
understand and address ILUC concerns related to land use for renewable energy systems. As more data accumulates since 
the introduction of U.S. biofuels policies, evidence increasingly questions key relationships assumed in the Trade and 
Market Response models. 

Introduction

The IEA Bioenergy Technology Collaboration Programme (TCP) is organised under the auspices of the International Energy Agency (IEA) but is functionally and legally 
autonomous. Views, findings and publications of the IEA Bioenergy TCP do not necessarily represent the views or policies of the IEA Secretariat or its individual member 
countries.
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